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Listening to Dads Experiences of Reading with their Children in Sharrow: 
Questionnaire Data 

 
1 Community Questionnaire  
 

Summary of 101 questionnaires: 
● 31 from London Road 01/09/07, 22 from Netto 01/09/07, 11 from Abbeydale Road 02/09/07, 

22 from London Road 08/09/07, 15 from Abbeydale 08/09/07 
 

1.1 Which area of the city do you live in? 

Which Area of the City do you Live in?

Areas local to library and
Abbeydale Primary School:
Sharrow, Highfield,
Lowfields, Abbeydale,
Nether Edge

Other areas of Sheffield /
South Yorkshire

 
 
1.2 How old are your children? 

How Old Are Your Children?
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Everyday

4 times a week

3 times a week

2 times a week

Once a week

Less often

Sometimes, when I can
(vague answers)

Do you read to your children - if so 
how often?

Yes

No

 
1.3 Do you remember your dad reading to you? 
 

Do you remember your dad 
reading to you?

Yes

No

 
 
 
1.4 Do you read to your children - if so how often do you read to your children? 
 

 
yes = animal stories / but not as often as should (2) / is getting help from SureStart 

no = dad does maths and religious studies (not reading) 

everyday = bedtime (4) 

yes = short stories, made up stories (2) 
 
no = mum did (2) / had comics but not read 
to (2) / from Bangladesh no literature 
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1.5 What stops you reading to your children? 
 

What stops you reading to your children?
Work

No time / busy incl. busy
with (extended) family

Children don't live with dad
whole week / at all

Literacy problem (can't read
English)

Mum does it

Children are older, their
interests have changed or
they can read to themselves

Break of routine

Price of books

(Child) too young

 
 
1.6 Do you think you will come to one of our events? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you think you will come to one of our 
events?

Yes

No

Unsociable 
Working Hours 
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1.7 Will you read to your children this weekend having had this conversation? 
 

Will you read to your children this 
weekend having had this 

conversation?

Yes

No

 
 
1.8 Estimated age of dads questioned 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Estimated age of dad
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1.9 Estimated ethnicity data 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Estimated ethnicity data
White British

Other White

Asian (Pakistani,
Bangladeshi, Indian, other
Indian sub-continent+British
Asian)

Black African incl. Somali

Black / African Caribbean

Other
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2 Event Questionnaire 
 

Summary of 14 questionnaires in total from: 
● Highfield Library 09/09/07 (11 questionnaires / 16 participant families) 
● Abbeydale Primary School 09/09/07 (3 questionnaires / participant families) 
 
2.1 Which area of the city do you live in? 
 

Which area of the city do you live in?

Areas local to library and
Abbeydale Primary
School: Sharrow ,
Highf ield, Low fields,
Abbeydale, Nether Edge

Other areas of Sheffield
/ South Yorkshire

 
 
2.2 How old are your children? 
 

How old are your children?
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2.3 How did you hear about this event? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2.4 What made you come? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How did you hear about this event?
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mouth,
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SureStart 

Flyer Library Abbeydale
Primary
School

Word of
mouth: wife

What made you come?

0
0.5

1
1.5

2
2.5

3
3.5

4
4.5

Looked
interesting, fun

Gives mum
time to herself

Good to spend
time with kids

Child loves
books,

reading,
drawing

Get books for
children

Don't often get
to come to

library / nice
change

Interest in
child's

education

Helps children
mix from early

age
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2.5 What have you liked about this event? 

 
2.6 What has your child / children liked? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What have you liked about this event?
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involving,
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What has your child / children liked?
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drawing

everywhere

Spending time
with other
children

Different
environment

She loves the
library
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2.7 Will it help you read more often to your children? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2.8 Estimate age of dad / granddad 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Will it help you read more often to your 
children?

Yes

Hope so / probably

No (already read)

Estimate age of dad / granddad
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2.9 Estimate ethnicity of dad / granddad 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2.10 Other comments: 
 

● "Story time on a Sunday would be good for dads, children and community.  Will there be 
more like this?" 

 
● "It's time (the children) can spend together in different environment. You can't read too 

much." 
 
● "Should be more events like this." 
 
● "She's better at reading than me." 
 
● "It revisits how important (reading) is." 
 
 

Estimate ethnicity of dad / granddad

White British

Other White

Asian (Pakistani,
Bangladeshi, Indian,
other Indian sub-
continent)
Black African incl.
Somali

Black / African
Caribbean

Other


